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Fast Facts: NIH 

“The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is America’s medical research agency and the largest public 

funder of biomedical research in the world. NIH’s investments act as an economic multiplier in local 

economies, set the standard for innovation and discovery across the globe, and spark scientific 

advances that improve the understanding, treatment, and prevention of thousands of costly and 

devastating diseases.” – ACT for NIH 

NIH-Funded Research Tackles Life-Threatening Diseases, Contributing to Remarkable Progress  

• NIH-funded research has contributed significantly to a 33% drop in cancer mortality since 1991; and 

to reducing deaths from heart disease by approximately 50% since 1924. 

• NIH-funded research led to the development of gene editing technologies that are making it possible 

to treat such deadly and debilitating genetic diseases as sickle cell anemia. 

• At least one NIH-funded researcher has won a Nobel prize every year since 1992, achieving such 

milestones as identifying the biological underpinnings of the aging process and discovering the 

Hepatitis C gene. 

 

NIH Funding is at Work Across the Nation 

•  NIH funding by state and congressional district  
 

The NIH Helps Strengthen the U.S. Economy  

• In Fiscal Year 2023, NIH funding generated an estimated $92.9 billion in economic activity. 

• NIH funding supports more than 412,000 U.S. jobs, including 300,000 researchers, at more than 

2,500 institutions across all 50 states.  

• More than 80% of the NIH budget goes toward the funding of research at the local level across the 

country, including nearly 50,000 competitive grants to research institutions and small businesses.  

• Every $1 invested in NIH-funded research generates $2.5 in economic activity. 

• The NIH Proof of Concept Network has led to the creation of more than 100 startup companies and 

more than $1.6 billion in additional investment.  

• NIH research spurs further discovery and development by our nation’s biomedical industry, which 

invests more than $163 billion annually in U.S.-based R&D, contributes more than $69 billion to the 

GDP, and creates more than 7 million jobs in the U.S. 

 

There is Untapped Potential for Faster Medical Progress  

• Currently the NIH is only able to fund one in five promising research proposals. 

• Less than 1% of the federal budget is spent on medical research. 

• 95% of rare diseases lack an FDA-approved treatment. 

 

https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research
https://www.actfornih.org/
https://acsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3322/caac.21763#:~:text=Despite%20the%20pandemic%2C%20and%20in,estimated%203.8%20million%20deaths%20averted.
https://www.heart.org/en/around-the-aha/a-century-of-progress-against-cardiovascular-disease
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-turning-discovery-into-health/transformative-technologies/crispr-revolution
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-turning-discovery-into-health/transformative-technologies/crispr-revolution
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-almanac/nobel-laureates
https://reporter.nih.gov/search/mhgzmd796UC61kuVgpxi8w/projects/map
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/UMR-NIHs-Role-in-Sustaining-the-US-Economy-2024-Update.pdf
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/UMR-NIHs-Role-in-Sustaining-the-US-Economy-2024-Update.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/budget#:~:text=Research%20for%20the%20People&text=Nearly%2083%20percent2%20of,research%20institutions%20in%20every%20state.
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research/serving-society/direct-economic-contributions
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research/serving-society/direct-economic-contributions
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/budget#:~:text=Research%20for%20the%20People&text=Nearly%2083%20percent2%20of,research%20institutions%20in%20every%20state.
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/UMR-NIHs-Role-in-Sustaining-the-US-Economy-2024-Update.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research/serving-society/spurring-economic-growth
https://www.researchamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ResearchAmerica-Investment-Report.Final_.January-2022-1.pdf
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research/serving-society/spurring-economic-growth
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/impact-nih-research/serving-society/spurring-economic-growth
https://www.actfornih.org/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/policy-basics-where-do-our-federal-tax-dollars-go
https://ncats.nih.gov/sites/default/files/NCATS_RareDiseasesFactSheet.pdf
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The American People Support Greater Research Investment 

A majority of Americans, regardless of political affiliation: 

• would be willing to pay a dollar more in taxes each week if they knew those 

dollars were going to medical and health research. 

• think it is very important that the U.S. is a global leader in research to improve 

health. 

• agree it is important for the federal government to fund basic scientific research. 

• believe our nation should devote more tax dollars to science & technology. 
 

https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/would-you-be-willing-to-pay-1-per-week-more-in-taxes-if-you-were-certain-that-all-of-the-money-would-be-spent-on-additional-medical-research/?returl=/sd_survey/2024-january-survey/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/how-important-do-you-think-it-is-that-the-u-s-is-a-global-leader-in-research-to-improve-health/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/how-important-do-you-think-it-is-that-the-u-s-is-a-global-leader-in-research-to-improve-health/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/do-you-agree-or-disagree-with-the-following-statement-even-if-it-brings-no-immediate-benefits-basic-scientific-research-that-advances-the-frontiers-of-knowledge-is-necessary-and-should-be-supported/?returl=/sd_survey/2024-january-survey/
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_question/do-you-believe-congress-should-invest-more-taxpayer-dollars-to-advance-science-and-technology-in-the-u-s/?returl=/sd_survey/2024-january-survey/

