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Dear Advocate,
The theme of this report, “Moving Forward, Together,” speaks to all that the 
Research!America alliance accomplished in 2021 and to the critical work ahead. 
The “secret sauce” of Research!America is our alliance. We are grateful to our 
member organizations for your partnership, insights, and commitment to advocate 
for faster medical and health progress. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continued to challenge our nation and our world 
in 2021, the Research!America alliance promoted the need to fuel research and 
innovation to fight current health threats and fund the research necessary to 
prepare for future health challenges. 

If 2020 was about vaccine development, 2021 was about vaccination—a colossal 
undertaking. In 2021, more than half a billion COVID-19 vaccine shots were 
administered in the United States, and more than 9 billion worldwide. 

The success of the vaccine in reducing death and serious illness is a testament to 
decades of unwavering focus by scientists inside and outside of government.

The vaccination effort has required robust collaboration across government at 
all levels, working in partnership with industry and the public health community. 
As the world learned by trial and error (not unlike the process of science), the 
Research!America alliance worked with policymakers to apply those learnings to 
pandemic preparedness legislation and to step up federal investment.   

We advocated together for increased federal funding for NIH, CDC, FDA, NSF, 
and AHRQ and built momentum to stand up ARPA-H (Advanced Research 
Projects Agency for Health), the proposed incubator for high risk, high reward 
translational science. ARPA-H is modeled on the Defense Advanced Projects 
Research Agency, or DARPA, which has driven breakthrough advances for the U.S. 
Department of Defense for more than 60 years. Innovative solutions like ARPA-H 
are the kinds of big thinking necessary to address future challenges.   

We partnered with the Lasker Foundation on a report highlighting the impact 
of research on 60 diseases and conditions. It shows how medical research has 
radically transformed outcomes and survival rates for issues like childhood 
leukemia and HIV. The report serves as a powerful resource to advocate for 
research investment. 

We created opportunities throughout the year for advocates to stay informed, 
to engage with influential experts, and to provide substantive input into public 
policy. These included our popular weekly alliance member webinars, the 
information-rich National Health Research Forum, the social media-driven Public 
Health Thank You Day campaign, and more.
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We increased our commitment to supporting early career scientists by hosting 
our first-ever early career summit. The tremendous enthusiasm voiced by young 
researchers for building on their existing accomplishments, and learning and 
sharing new skills, was inspiring. We also offered microgrants for graduate-level 
science policy and civic engagement initiatives for a third year, with more to 
come!

Having canceled our 2020 Advocacy Awards due to the pandemic’s onset, we 
held the 2021 event virtually, honoring two years’ worth of individuals and 
organizations for their stellar contributions to health-related research. President 
Biden, Oprah Winfrey, Renée Fleming, Lester Holt, and many others lent their 
time, talent, and expertise to the event, raising visibility and support for research 
advocates and public health champions. In late 2021, we received a generous 
gift from Johnson & Johnson to support a new category of Advocacy Awards, the 
Outstanding Achievement in Public Health Awards.   

As our annual report further illustrates, your continued support made it possible 
for us to expand our reach further and broaden our vision for what’s ahead. We 
move forward, together.

With gratitude,
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As the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued to challenge 
the nation and the world, 
Research!America’s alliance 
promoted the need to fight 
present health threats and fund 
the medical research necessary 
to prepare for future health 
crises. 

The great strength of 
Research!America is its member 
organizations. We are grateful 
for your partnership, insights, 
and commitment to advocate 
for faster medical and public 
health progress.

Thank You!

~100
NATIONAL 
FORUM 
SPEAKERS

CONGRESSIONAL
MEETINGS

95

ALLIANCE MEMBER 
MEETINGS

47

1,600
MEDIA 
MENTIONS

Throughout 2021, Research!America advocated for statutory 
and regulatory policies that align with public and private sector-
fueled R&D to advance progress against deadly and debilitating 
health issues.

•	 Successfully advocated for increased NIH, NSF, FDA, 
CDC, and AHRQ funding in pending Fiscal Year 2022 
appropriations bills

•	 Ensured our alliance informed the conversations around:

•	 Standing up Advanced Research Projects Agency 
– Health, a proposed incubator for high risk, high 
reward research.

•	 21st Century Cures 2.0 legislation, which would 
restore pandemic-eroded research funding and 
advance other key R&D objectives.

•	 Health care affordability. 

•	 Convened roundtable discussions on clinical trials 
diversity, sharing insights with NIH, and setting the stage 
for a high-level consensus conference.

•	 Shared input on efforts to ensure accelerated approval 
of medical devices is coupled with timely health care 
coverage of these breakthrough devices. 

•	 Provided members of Congress with frequently updated 
resources on pandemic-related R&D, including vaccine 
and treatment trackers.

•	 We had 95 Congressional meetings; provided 
Congressional testimony focused on NIH, CDC, NSF, 
FDA, and AHRQ; and authored 59 letters, including an 
organizational sign-on letter with 208 signatories to 
Congressional leadership.

In partnership with the Lasker 
Foundation, we released a new 
report, “Then. Now. Imagine: 
An A-to-Z look at the diseases, 
conditions, and disorders that 
impact our lives.”

•	 The report provides an overview 
of 60 diseases and conditions 

impacting people around the globe, 
emphasizing the ways medical science has 

improved outcomes today and holds potential for 
further progress in the decades ahead. 

•	 All the facts and figures in the report are drawn 
from Research!America’s “Investment in Research 
Saves Lives and Money” fact sheet series.

Policy Highlights
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https://www.researchamerica.org/sites/default/files/Publications/2021 Lasker A-Z Report.pdf
https://www.researchamerica.org/sites/default/files/Publications/2021 Lasker A-Z Report.pdf
https://www.researchamerica.org/sites/default/files/Publications/2021 Lasker A-Z Report.pdf
https://www.researchamerica.org/sites/default/files/Publications/2021 Lasker A-Z Report.pdf
https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/fact-sheets
https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/fact-sheets


Celebrating Our Heroes

The Advocacy Awards were held virtually for the first time since the awards were established in 1996. 

•	 Honorees from 2020 and 2021 were celebrated for their contributions to medical and public health 
research and for their valiant work in confronting the COVID-19 pandemic.

•	 The program incorporated discussion and panels with the honorees allowing for a better understanding of 
their work and engagement with their areas of research.

•	 In addition to the honorees, notable figures such as President Joseph Biden, Oprah Winfrey, Renée 
Fleming, Lester Holt, and many others joined the program.

Conversations from the Advocacy Awards and remarks from the 2020 and 2021 honorees are available to 
view and share.

JOHNSON & JOHNSON ENDOWMENT

In late 2021, Research!America received a $5 million endowment from Johnson & Johnson to support a new 
category of Advocacy Awards for 2022, the Outstanding Achievement in Public Health Awards. The awards will 
be presented annually as part of the Research!America Advocacy Awards Program, and will help raise the 
profile of public health and its numerous heroes as they fight day in and day out to advance the public good.

ADVOCACY AWARDS

https://www.researchamerica.org/news-events/awards/advocacy-awards-dinner-archives/2020-advocacy-awards
https://www.researchamerica.org/news-events/awards/advocacy-awards-dinner-archives/2021-advocacy-awards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNfFEJ6Edlw
https://www.researchamerica.org/news-events/news/researchamerica-receives-5m-endowment-recognize-outstanding-achievements-public


Empowering Early 
Career Scientists
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT MICROGRANT PROGRAM
2021 marked Research!America’s 4th year of 
empowering early-career science civic engagement 
through competitive microgrants supported by a 
grant from the Rita Allen Foundation. There was a 
50% increase in applicants and 20 dynamic projects  
have been funded across the country.

EARLY CAREER SUMMIT
Research!America developed and hosted the 
inaugural Early Career Summit, a one-day virtual 
conference for early career scientists to learn more 
about civic engagement, science communication, and 
science policy. Through panel discussions, training, 
workshops, and networking opportunities, Summit 
participants learned tools and techniques for the 
promotion of their own research and engagement 
with their communities.

Engaging with 
Experts
ALLIANCE MEMBER MEETINGS
In 2021, Research!America focused on delving 
deeply into the rapid-pace medical discovery 
deployed in response to COVID-19 and applying 
that momentum to other health threats. To help keep 
members informed in real time, Research!America 
held 47 alliance member meetings featuring 
exceptional leaders from government, academia, and 
industry on timely topics, such as:  

•	 Pandemic Forecasting 
•	 Misinformation and Disinformation 
•	 Opioid Abuse
•	 Combating Health Disparities
•	 FDA Regulatory Policy
•	 Overcoming the “Valley of Death” in Biomedical 

R&D Financing

National Health 
Research Forum
Research!America hosted the three-day 
National Health Research Forum virtually, 
focusing on defining a path through and 
beyond the pandemic.

•	 The Forum attracted an audience of 
more than 1,300 and featured nearly 100 
speakers, including more than 20 sitting 
and former federal officials.

•	 Research!America was mentioned in over 
400 news articles, and coverage of some 
of the live conversations made global 
news.

•	 There were several notable speakers, 
including First Lady Jill Biden and Olympic 
Champion Laurie Hernandez. Panels and 
discussions are available to view and share.
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https://www.researchamerica.org/civic-engagement-2021-microgrant-initiative
https://www.researchamerica.org/news-events/events/research-partners-forums/reaching-peak-science-technology-career-summit
https://www.researchamerica.org/news-events/events/alliance-member-meetings
https://www.researchamerica.org/news-and-events/events/national-health-research-forum
https://www.youtube.com/user/ResearchAmerica/playlists


Campaigns & Advocacy

SURVEYS
Research!America continued 
to keep a finger on the pulse 
of public opinion with a major 
omnibus survey in January 2021. 
The America Speaks!: Poll Data 
Summary, Volume 21, serves as 
a resource for elected officials, 

writing letters to the editor, op-eds, or 
articles, and advocating for research to improve health.

PUBLIC HEALTH THANK YOU DAY
For 16 years, Research!America has organized 
an effort to say “thank you” to the public health 
workforce the Monday before Thanksgiving. 

•	 In 2021, the event garnered more engagement 
than ever before with approximately 1,200 
unique participants and involvement by state and 
local health departments from 31 different states. 

•	 For the first time, #PHTYD trended in the top 10 
hashtags on Twitter, dramatically broadening the 
reach of our message of thanks. 

•	 The Public Health Thank You Day webpage 
provides timely messaging and information 
on the resilience and skill of the public health 
workforce and the role public health plays in 
promoting and protecting the health of the 
nation’s communities. 

CONTINUING RESOLUTIONS STOP PROGRESS
In response to a pair of continuing resolutions (CR) 
locking in last year’s FY21 funding through February 
18, 2022, Research!America developed a “count up 
clock” that tracks how much time has passed since 
a new budget was scheduled to go into effect on 
October 1 and didn’t. To accompany this clock, we 
continued to share tweets until Congress passed 
FY22 appropriations. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ACTION COMMITTEE
Research!America continues to support the Science and Technology Action 
Committee, an initiative that has brought a diversity of thought leaders 
together to make the case for a far bolder approach to bolstering the nation’s 
R&D capacity, including significantly increasing the percentage of the GDP 
devoted to science investment.
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https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/polls/public-opinion-polls
https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/polls/public-opinion-polls
https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/polls/poll-data-summary
https://www.researchamerica.org/polls-and-publications/polls/poll-data-summary
https://www.researchamerica.org/phtyd
https://www.researchamerica.org/phtyd
https://sciencetechaction.org/
https://sciencetechaction.org/


Research!America 2022 Board of Directors
OFFICERS
Susan Dentzer, Chair
President and CEO
America’s Physician Groups

Hon. Michael N. Castle, 
Chair Emeritus
Governor of Delaware 
(1985–1992)
United States Representative 
(1993–2011)
	
Hon. Bart Gordon, Vice 
Chair
Partner
K&L Gates LLP
United States Representative 
(1985–2011)

Mary Woolley, President
CEO
Research!America

E. Albert Reece, MD, PhD, 
MBA, Secretary
Dean; Executive Vice 
President for Medical Affairs; 
John Z. and Akiko K. Bowers 
Distinguished Professor
University of Maryland 
School of Medicine

Amy Comstock Rick, JD, 
Treasurer
President and CEO
Food and Drug Law Institute

BOARD MEMBERS
Tenley E. Albright, MD
Director
MIT Collaborative Initiatives

Georges C. Benjamin, MD
Executive Director
American Public Health 
Association

Nancy Brown
CEO
American Heart Association

Hon. Charlie Dent
Executive Director & Vice 
President, The Aspen 
Institute
Senior Policy Advisor, DLA 
Piper LLP
United States Representative 
(2005-2018)

Mikael Dolsten, MD, PhD
Chief Scientific Officer and 
President of Worldwide 
Research, Development and 
Medical 
Pfizer Inc

Victor J. Dzau, MD	
President
National Academy of 
Medicine

Kafui Dzirasa, MD, PhD
K. Ranga Rama Krishnan 
Associate Professor
Duke University Medical 
Center

Arthur C. Evans Jr., PhD
CEO
American Psychological 
Association

Darío Gil, PhD
Senior Vice President and 
Director of Research
IBM

William N. Hait, MD, PhD
Executive Vice President 
Chief External Innovation, 
Medical Safety and Global 
Public Health Officer
Johnson & Johnson 
	
Mary J.C. Hendrix, PhD
President 
Shepherd University	

Hon. Rush D. Holt, PhD
United States Representative 
(1999–2015)

James L. Madara, MD
CEO and Executive Vice 
President	
American Medical 
Association
	
Mark McClellan, MD, PhD, 
MPA
Director, Robert J. Margolis 
Center for Health Policy
Duke University
Former Administrator, 
Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
(2004–2006)
Former Commissioner, Food 
and Drug Administration 
(2002–2004)

Michelle McMurry-Heath, 
MD, PhD
President and CEO 
Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization

Jessica L. Mega, MD, MPH
Co-Founder and Chief 
Medical and Scientific 
Officer
Verily

Herbert Pardes, MD
Executive Vice Chairman, 
Board of Trustees
NewYork-Presbyterian 
Hospital

Sudip S. Parikh, PhD 
CEO and Executive 
Publisher of the Science 
Family of Journals American 
Association for the 
Advancement of Science 

Harold L. Paz, MD, MS
Executive Vice President for 
Health Sciences
Stony Brook University

Guillermo J. Prado, PhD
Vice Provost, Faculty Affairs; 
Dean, Graduate School; 
Professor, Nursing and 
Health Studies, Public Health 
Sciences, and Psychology;
University of Miami

Derek K. Rapp
Managing Director
RiverVest Venture Partners

Laing Rogers
Community Leader

Lewis G. Sandy, MD, FACP
Senior Vice President of 
Clinical Advancement 
UnitedHealth Group

Hon. Donna Shalala, PhD
Professor, University of 
Miami
United States Secretary of 
Health and Human Services 
(1993-2001)
United States Representative 
(2019-2021)

Larry J. Shapiro, MD
Executive Vice Chancellor 
for Medical Affairs and Dean 
Emeritus
Washington University 
School of Medicine

Deborah Trautman, PhD, 
RN, FAAN
President & CEO American 
Association of Colleges of 
Nursing

M. Roy Wilson, MD
President
Wayne State University

Cynthia Zagieboylo
President and CEO
National MS Society



Research!America Staff

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

A copy of Research!America’s most recently filed IRS 
Form 990 and audited financial statements are available 

on Research!America’s website.

Mary Woolley
President and CEO

Erin Brown, MPP
Manager of 
Communications and 
Marketing

Sara Chang
Senior Director of Policy 
and Advocacy Programs

Mike Coburn
Executive Vice 
President & Chief 
Operating Officer

Ellie Dehoney
Vice President, Policy & 
Advocacy

Caterina DiBiase
Program Associate

Katie Goode
Senior Director of 
Alliance Development 
and Membership

Tim Haynes
Senior Director of 
Communications

Sophia Kaska, PhD
Manager of Science 
Initiatives and Outreach

Jacqueline Lagoy
Global Health R&D 
Operations and Events 
Coordinator

Aimée Lefever
Director of Operations

Taylarr Lopez
Director of 
Communications

Jenny Luray, MPP
Vice President 
of Strategy and 
Communications

Anne Mandeville
Vice President of 
Alliance Development 
and Membership 

Donna McKelvey
Senior Advisor

Samantha Miller
Manager of Policy & 
Advocacy

Vanessa Morales
Global Health R&D 
Advocacy Fellow

Sheila Murphy
Senior Policy and 
Advocacy Officer

Melissa Patton
Operations and 
Database Coordinator

Anna Platt
Director of Membership 
and Advocacy 
Engagement

Michelle Reddersen
Controller

Victoria Schneider, PhD
Global Health R&D 
Program Manager

Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute 
Fellows

Keila Miles, PhD
Jessica Scott, PhD

Burroughs Welcome 
Fund Interns

Caterina DiBiase
Ashni Dhruva
Leah Franklin
Matthew Martin
Samantha Mensah
Catherine Murphy
Sarah Pol 
Victoria Schneider, PhD
Jessica Scott, PhD
Laurie Zabala

https://www.researchamerica.org/
https://twitter.com/ResearchAmerica
https://www.facebook.com/ResearchAmerica.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/researchamerica/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ResearchAmerica

